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across the isthmus formed by the lake Mariout and the sea, and the French position to the eastward should be repaired and made more solid. The bed of a canal, which formerly joined the ancient Mserotis to the sea, still exists about three miles to the westward of Alexandria. I walked to it. It might again be opened, and would serve as a barrier to the place on that side. Since the landing of the French in Egypt the trade of Alexandria has been intercepted by our cruisers. Many of the commercial inhabitants have therefore left it since that period, and the population is said to be diminished one half, from 10,000 to 5000. The two days I rode through the town, most of the houses seemed to be uninhabited; the streets were crowded with French soldiers, but very few people of any other description. Should it remain any time in our possession it will again become a place of considerable trade. Under our protection more commercial persons may establish themselves than ever did under the former government, and the town of Alexandria may flourish. It will be the only part of Egypt which will benefit by our conquest; the rest of the country in the hands of the Turks is already pillaged by them, and will continue to be so. This might have been managed otherwise; it was possible for us to give to the Porte a settled revenue. Under the Mamelukes the revenue was only nominal. We might then have fixed some barriers in favour of the people, whom we might have supported and screened from oppression, at least as long as we kept an armed force in the country.
The inhabitants from the beginning have been favourable to us; this has been confirmed by the good treatment they have all along received. Our soldiers have paid for whatever they have had. Never was there in an army so little plunder. Perhaps therefore it was in the power of the English to do more m Egypt than it will ever be in that of any other nation. They hate the French with great reason; their conduct has been inf&mous cruel.             the                  ;
